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ftjY PET SQUIRRELS.

Tlioir Pranks, Intelligence and So-

ciability.

BY OArX. ALMOST DAUNKS, OF BABKES'S BAT-TJIK- Y.

r, b FEW years ago, wliilo
r l A tho vrrirer "svae in tho

Sv. M lea of tho United

T f C'A Stales at tho port of
x&a Ii Gtinyra.m thero- -

.. jr. jmblic of Vcnczuolii, nW$S W present was mdo to
hint of a red squirrel,
by a man who lived np
m tho mountains hack
of the town, and catno

down ovory "weoli to bring n load of char-
coal on ouch of his half dozen donkeys,
for theitsoof tho town kitchon. In that trop-
ical eenatry only charcoal firos arc used, in
little rungf or in ,r7.ioi6 of iron, oitiicr of
which holds but a l.w handfuls of coal, and
cook but one dish nt a time.

Thesqaiirel was accepted as an evidence of
gooi will, and without much consideration of
whero it was to stay until a suitable cape or
house conki be made for it. As there happened
to be h empty bird-oag- e at hand, that was se-

lected as a temporary homo for the lively
little animal, and furnished with a nest of cot-
ton nd a cup of v.atcr, with proper food from
tin to time, consisting of fruit; bread or cake.
and Mats of various kinds.

ltwt my squirrel was auythiug but quiot and
couleMted in its new homo, and spent much
timi trying ti escape from it; and in many
of its effort within a few days it was so suc-coseft- i!,

ad also so difficult to recapture, that
finally it was thought beet to lot it have its
freedom, even at the risk of its going away
fro tlt Ikmiso and, if it escaped the city cat,
back into the mountains.

Hot next to the kitchen there was an open
room in which were stowed iiitny things not in
daily use; and one day, utter the squirrol liittl
been thought to lie gone for some time, a
glim pee was caught of it iu that room. Later
it waskoea from time to time, and as it seotned
cottMtd la make its home there, and a cage
bad iMt been finihod, it was left to itself, with
no farther eSr: for its imprisonment.

In a little back yard or patio, as it 5 called
is Spanish countries there was ;. co'lectiou of
ottier prcrenU niadc by the mountaineers,

: " cave ( pronounced in two syllables)
or little wild pig, and sever quails of the
country, smaller iiian our own, but otherwiso
qutle like them. Frm time to time a quail
wmM disappear, but leave behind it a trace of
feMliers on the pat.o floor. The pig was nc-cuw-d

of this slaughter, and as he was incr.pablo
of denying it. and was intended to be eaten, as
ou o! the gme luxuries of the country, be was
duly brought upon the table one day as u deli-
cate and weJI-Savor- roast.

But strange to relate, tho quails still disap-
peared, one after another, until very lew wero
left. Then a wate't was kept, and finally the
pqairrel was canctit in the act of capturinp a
qua!. There could he no doubt nor. that nil
wbtefc were m5iitg bad been killed and oaten
by the pet squirrel. Bat it was the first time
I tad sttiM-e- d an animal of the kind to be an
eater of fmvl. As only two quails were left,
lhjr were Mscared for the tabic to which the
fwloidT-socua-

cd little v. ild pig had been brought,
braMed and extended upon tonsaud tboaquir-r- c

stU! went lre but rra seldom M-c- for
days tgotber. This ahyuone in a lively ani-
mal which seemingly chose to make it home
is th loe, was a subject of much curiosity
te lb ther ar--4 larger inhahiUnU.

Bat t4m mystery well a that of the regu-
lar disappearance of lle quails was not long
without a naisral explmiation. Otic day an
oM yacht cRi&a stalled with Sue shavings of
cork was wanted, in order that the shavings
might be at-e-d to make a thin, cool tuxttreM.
It lay doubted tot-ethc- r snoii a box, aid upon
being opened wire litUr nost was found, out
of which the squint! escaped, but left asleep,
roliod up like little liis of tawny fciifc, two
pretty young squirrels, owe of whch was half-grow- n

and tbcoU- -r touch smaller, and having
a bend much too large for us puny body. This
dtseovery wa a Tery plcaaani one to everyone
bet the mother, who hd kept the secret of bur
uaet so closely and well" until now, end who
showed much dtfeCOTinuice, running back and
forth as if equally afraid f Ittsinc caught her-
self xttd of having her Jsttle family broken up.

A the old and rather heavy cushion hud
been rooglily opened, williuut any thought of
its being the snug how: of an intere6t-in- g

little family, l he hidden ntt-- t had been
ratbt-- r violently 4tMtrttt4. To wake all coii-Teuie- ut

aMMudfi for the dhrtnrifaiice, tho torn
nest and itc 6h-e- v eoutiotc, wilti a generous
ewpfdy of the oork shavings, wcro-- j Jncwl iiuide
the Wr upon which tbecMbhion ly, which was
m ooverod as to leave it convenient for mother
Eouirrel, bud at the oatae time quite BccJuded.
Thi was abort all the apology or amend a
DMuionuld make nnder the cin--u instances, and
it wa hefted it might U sufficient.

IWt it beetMC squirrels do not reason as men
do. la the rear wall of the patio, which was at
least 85 feet high, and built hgainst the side of
thewoitfitaia, which seems almost to crowd tho
little old tSfmuieh city Into the edge of tho w,
leaving rHa in sowc placee for only one nar-to- w

stt-c- ot there ws a p'ace a few feot below
the tp where a itwic brd lrcn lei t ou t or i n sonic
way removed, and In this little niche, under
which was the kitchen roof, a seed had aomotime
iaUesi, blown by the wind or dropped by a biid,
and produced a shrub which hud become a sin-
gular attd agreeable ornament of green ag- - inst
the white of the parapet, Uy a sqaiiref this
Mtaded niche coo la be reached only through an
opwer room of the house, by its back window,
and along the kitchen roof, from which au

of at least' five feet must bo finally
wade. Mot!.er squirrel in ways lxt known to
hoftteif lok wU of iJi the 'facte, and it nae
fchw what she tbongbt about tbetn IatT,
when it was found that tihe and Iter little family
wee wtagly u home it that airy and shaded
aiebo in the wall.

Whoa I discovered Ue location of the new
neat I was almost ashamed to look Mrs. Pqiiir-re- l

ia the Cace; her selection of a horn-- , with-on- t
nny rciaice ujkhi n.y jadxment mm to its

fiieMMi, aeetNiag to imfdy distrust of my ability
to eoaie to rght cone! anions upon the mattei,
and to say as plainly a if put in so many
woode: "There, r.ow, see i.ov: much toellLr that
idaue is, with its light and shade, iu seclusion
atd yet it outlook over this part uf the city
&mI Utr sea. than a corner in a musty old box
in yoar 'amber room, Hith you atumblinga!out
ood searing my children : Come upand mu m
fiOMecime!" 1 could fancy there was a twinkle
in Mrs. Squirrel's eyes. 1 didn't go up at once.
After all. the lorde of emotion can't fix every-thin- g

to best advantage, perhups.
3 net o the " perfaas " alter about one day.

In that time J had seen iHnethiug now attach 'd
in a certain arty to the back all, on tho top,
and directly above the bash which fchaded mv
eirJ'fc new lixoe. This thing, new at JeaJt
to tkat uarUcuhir bfMd, i d:d not like tho looks
of It at at! it, fact, it rather frightened me. Vc t
It reclined there contentedly and in perfect
outward quiet, as though it formed one of the
natural part of the soeue, and to was, ae one
Slight my, at home. But under all that
t&etebed-oa- t quiet, heemingly enjoying a de-
licious golden dream in the tropical bunlight, I
know craftiness and tearing claws were feurely
hidden. The inotiouktg ctSgy upon the wall
recalled suddenly the words so often ejaculated
by st) careful mother, and not with her wanted
gooUe afloction, nor with percetible reference
to any previous conversation tu the family:
"There! that cat! " And such it surelv waa
"that cat," tnit time being of tho uwial boath
Awoncan species, thin, tawny and strijied
sad treechoiwos ae tigers; now apjwroutly

.docile and anectiouate. rnbldng agamst you
mid purrii g. like the usual cats educated uuder
tbe Star and Siripee; and theu again, euddeuly
tad without warning, drawing batk the liM,
ebowiigMiar. M'hite, separate leeth, and giving
you a swift biow with unsheathed claws that
leave t;rea.ks of blood upon your caressing
hand, and in your mind a surprised sense of
conidence rutbieasly belrayod. To see one of
those Ugers near that snug,
airy nest in the wall, was enough to fill wc with
&IMneteion of a catastrophe.

Whether tLo squirrel had foreseen such a
dsinger te herself and family is surely more
than I can tell ; but she may have m-u- , a well
hi J, tliat there were, after all, some favorable
elements in the situation. The only way she
could herself, reach her tioat was by an upward
lean from the kitchen roof, as I have said; but
at the end of this leap there was but one visible
landing-place- , more socHro for a bird or a
equirrd than for anything hoarier, and that
Wfie the little bush growing out ef and shading

the liolo in tho wall. This buph hung just over
the end of tho lower edge, or eavcp, of the roof,
about six foot below tho lop of tho wall, and
for cat or squirrel (o miss it in a flying leap
from the roor or by dropping from tho top of
tho wall, would bo to sccttro n certain fall of
about SO feet to tliobtonc pavement of tho patio.
The bush would easily support tho weight of
the Squirrel, but was niuoli too frail for puss.
Had tho little nitublo mother thought of all
this? I almost gave her ndmiiing credit for
laj'ing a ucaL trap for her known enemy. What
a prdtty turn of a lifo-o- r death gaiuo it offered I

Hut there was another thing to think of bo-sid-

tho happy escape which tho squirrel
might make, and that was tho cscapo of those
young ones when thoy became huge ouotigh to
leap down to tho roof for a play. Clearly it
would not do to leave thciu to grow up in such
a perilous situation as the frequent visil.s of tho
cat mado Litis one. So after rearranging a nest
in the lumhor room, and procuring with much
trouble a ladder, 1 removed tho young squirrels
and closed the blinds to tho window of tho
upper room so as to prevent, as far as possiblo,
a return to tho kitchen roof and tho littlo
shaded nest in tho patio wall. Then I watched
to poo what Madam Squirrel was going to do
about it.

Well, sho meant to have her own way I soon
found out. As my watch was necessarily a
broken one, upon returning to it after a brief
absotico I saw tho mother with tho smallest of
hor family in her mouth, carrying it as a cat
docs her kitten, on her way to tho open stairs,
out by a front balcony of tho upper room, and
so by ono loof adjoining another of tho four,
which, at dill'oro'it bights, covered the house,
finding her way through tho haunts of cats to
the fcpot sho had chosen without consulting mo.
As I could neither catch nor comfortably keep
a squirrel like her, who had a family to pro-
vide for, I Anally proposed to myself to divido
the responsibility in the whole matter as ovenly
as I could, and o I took the largest of the littlo
ones, still below, in the nest, and put him iu tho
oh? bird-cag- e, resolved to savo htm, at least,
fronj tho fate I feared for tho others.

Then I went out and found tho tinsmith,
who had been for weeks promising mo n
squirrel-cag- e "Si,manana!" (Yes,
from day to day, and told him ho need not
make mo one. According to an expected result
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of this strategy, the cago was brought lo mc
"tnauana" the very next day and I Anally
ooineutod to accept it at a lower but Miflicient
price. In it I put :ny special charge, and

upon him without any lorntality the
not entirely original name of Dick.

With goat milk, and tyi nan as, and nuts, nud
tastes of Migar, and tastes of almost everything
from my table, Dick grew fait and hlcpt as well
:u ate. In a short time ho got so that the
moment ho saw n t near hcjlew to tho barred
window of his ct;( or out into the whcol with
which it was provided, where he took his ex-

ercise, and beeped hard to bo taken out
Hinhiug his nose through the unbarred spneo,

reaching out for me with his paws and making
grabs t my hand or Hothiug, and keeping up
a peculiar grunting sound.

One tropical day, while I sat trying to write,
with the peipirHliun ruining down upon my
desk and paper, except when 1 intercepted
it with a great soft sponge instead of a hand-
kerchief, that being cooler and lesa irritating
to my face, I heard all at once a torriblo Bquoal-in- g

from the back of the pntio, whero Dick
m iu his cage. I ran nut of tny loom, fearful

that h cat had invaded tho house at laat, and
h-a- rd the squeal die into a littlo moan. In a
moment 1 was at the cape, and tiicre was my
bright little pet, lying on hi aide, aoarcoly
Stirling; and when he haw me hcjnt lay still
in a faint, after one feehlu grunt. There was
no cat in sight, but tie trouhlo was soon ap-
parent. The tip hairs of Diek'd splendid bushy
tail, of which I wai proud, if ho was not, had
breti caught by tho pivot of tho wheel of tho
cage jut as ho entered the wheel, and so
tUrtcd Mb motion ; and vi, as he xprang from,
the pull, the wheel kept turning, with a con-
tinually increasing mist, until poor Dick's
tail was wruug as no squirrel ever was before,
probab'y; and the patu had left him senseless.

At once I gently -- cmoved the wheel and un-

twisted the invoiuiiury wiapptng off tho
pivot; and then, after restoring tho tail to its
natural shape as nearly and with as much cure
as i could, during which time Dick scarcely
moved, I took the poor littlo lullim to the
fountain ciesc at hand and sprinkled him with
water. This reviled him at lost, and after
letti'ighim lie in my lap awhile I rejdacod him
in his cage. hi. t took rro to fatten the wheel,
where he slept away his pain ; but it look hint
some rtstvs to fuily recover f'om tho clf'-c- of
that fearful twisting, and out of hyriiitathy I
allowed much of tho time to be pawed iu the
freedom of the heue.

As to tl e rost of ihU squirrel family thoy
became In the home in the wall ;
and although with my jovolvor j hot throo"h
the head that cat which had peraiMlod iu Hitting
ou the watch above tho bush, other eats came,
so that it was only a cat of s. d liferent color,
but fitiroly a c.it. which was to bo soon appar-
ently gently dozing In thesuiuhtne, but study
on the watch. Ami there was a limit lo my
ability Va defend. After 1 had hhot the Arnt
prowler a man in uniform and armed with
something iu a caa!, at his aide, which was
longer tnan a carving-knif- e and shorter than u
sword, had come lo my door very promptly,
saluted mo very politely, and Informed me
very courteously of something which I knew
by hear before; and that was, that it was not
petmilted for one to shoot within the city
l'miU. 1 saw that more hhooliug would not
be wise. It would interfere with piotection,
prhap. So I had to let the old squirrel look
nut for herself.

At 'eiigth she disappeared and loft no trace
of herself purhajw in freedom, potsihly hi' the
aid of the lelini i. Not having
seen her for many days, I again got the ladder
and paid her homo a visit. No one came to
the door Hm all was silent. Hut there whs a
trace of the little one, which, without growing
niiieh, had died. The biuh grow on in the
wall ; the cats made no more hmg visits. Doth
next and !! were unfrequented and desolate.
Somehow 1 folt x little sad, and rcgietti-- d that
the mountain charcoal lmrnor had brought mo
apnseiitofa thing which loved IU liberty,
and had come to any lots through my accept-
ance.

I had adopted Dick, and I had to lake caro
of him as well as 1 could. IJjj seemed to like
my society ho well that 1 could not free myi-el- f

Jrotn him easily, even whcji my time was vain- -
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ablo for work rather than for rest or recrea-
tion. Ho was dopondont upon mo for Iu'b own
amusomout and for affection ; ho had a good
deal of tho lattor to return, nud demanded
much of the former. No kitten could be nioro
cunning and playful, or show moro apprecia-
tion of attention.

Just after Btippor was when ho was happiest.
Then ho know I got my great rcclining-chai- r

out into tho patio beforo tho fountain, edged
with callus and other water-plant- s, and lit my
pipo, lo enjoy nn hour of tho " cool of tho ovon-ing- ."

Dick, boing released, would scurry n fow
times around tho patio and through tho rooms,
and (hen tako a run of a fow foot straight at
mo, alight with a flying leap upon myshouldor
if I wns iu tho chair, or climb mo as though I
was a tree if I was standing. Thou ho would
run all over mo, nip my cars and chouks with-
out over hurting mc, nud testify his gladness
in a bundled ways that woro pretty and cun-
ning. When I was seated ho would roll and play
upon my knees, jump up bodily into tho air,
mouth my Angers, ovado my attempts to catch
him and thon provoke mo to try again, until,
becoming tirod, ho would sprawl out as flatus
ho could niako himself upon my kneo, with
his logs extended sidowiso, nnd permit mo to
smooth his head and back down to tho tip of
his tail, with my hand, while ho enjoyed it with
shut oyes. When at last ho grow tired and
sleepy, and felt it time to rest for tho night, ho
would get up, find a pocket inside my coat or
in my trousers, pull it open wjth his haud-lik- o

paws, and croop in. Then turning around and
around, as if trying to wind himself into a hall,
as ho really was, ho would reach up a paw, draw
the top of tho pocket close so as to exclude the
light, and rclapso into jijuiot. Often, after such
a sccuo, havo 1 cautiously opened tho pocket
and pooped carefully in, loseo Dick fast asleep.
When I was ready to transfer him to a placo
moro suitable for his night's rost ho would
try to nestle closer down, growl impatiently,
and sometimes in his half-slee- p strike at my
hand quickly with his paw. l'utling him at
last in his proper nest, nnd covering him well,
although iu so hot a climate, he would snuggle
down without half awaking, and soon be at
whatovor there is of squirrel droams.

Ono day I missed Dick from tho cago and
thon from tho honso, and only found him, a
littlo later, when I saw him running toward
me, out of doors, from a neighbor's. IIo camo
in great fright, ran up my body nnd seated
himself upon my shoulder, and thou hugau
such a noise as squirrels mako upon trees in tho
wooda when an intruder is near, .lust beforo
ho camo so swifty toward mo I had heard a
commotion and a scream in my neighbor's
houso, and I soon learned that Dick had been
the cause of it all. He had escaped from homo
through an open door, gono noiselessly into the
other houso without observation, and up tho
stairway lo tho second story. There in a sleeping--

room ho found upon tho table a sweet trop-
ical fruit ontiroly to his taste, and sitting down
upon tho tablo. had begun to enjoy his meal
when a servant entered.

It may bo stated that tho sorvanta, usually
negro women, like many of lighter color, wero
afraid of my pot. nnd that ho was only specially
fond of mo. When,, thorofore, Dick was dis-
covered at his meal, ho made some effort to got
off by tho door, which frightened tho entering
son'aut, whose movements and exclamations of
surprise in turn frightened him. Attention
was thus attracted from below, and another
servant appeared at tho foot of tho stairway
just as Dick was scampering down. As there
wns an enemy behind and before, but an open
door beyond tho latter, Dick made a flying
leap to the head of the ciiomy beforo him and
thenco to tho floor, giving a scratch through
the kinky hair as well as a shock of surprise on
tho way, which accounted for tho scream I
heard, and only gave voico to his own aston-
ishment when ho was safely upon my shoulder.
Tlio incidents of this visit caiuod much
amusement.

After n fow months, during which I gave
every night a half hour to my pot, nnd during
which, aUo, ho often sought and generally
found a Albert or nn KuglUh walnut in my
pocket, which ho would cling to with paws and
troth when sometimes I tried to take it away
from him. growling and sti iking at times with
Arst ono paw and then tho other after so long
and constant acquaintance it was hard for mo
to loso tho socioty of littlo Dick.

I lost it in this way: A young American
couplo caruo to the port whoro I lived and
stayed about two weeks. Very naturally, in a
foieign city where thero woro bo few Ameri-
cans, wo became acquainted; and the lady fell
iu love with littlo Dick, and wished to tako
him home with her lo New York.

As I had not tho time to give him tho atten-
tion ho required, I thought it hotter for Dick
and for mo to indulge a natural desire to please
the lady, and so Dick and his cago wero trans-
ferred to her. And it was thou that my littlo
friend got into tho moat surprising mischief
hucfi perhaps as no other bquirrel iu all tho
world over got into before or since.

Dick's now friends gave him much liberty
in their rooms, because ho wns so playful, was
not mischievous witli his teeth, and leased so
cunningly to bo let out of his case. Ono day
when Dick was at liberty there was a bottle of
Jamaica rum standing upon a table, with its
cork left out after n little of it had been used
for bathing the head. All was still in the room,
for tho boat was oppressive, and Dick's new
friends were either doJng or reading. Finally
a little noise was heard upon the table, and the
lady looked up. Thero was Dick clear at tlio
top of tho bottle, with one arm or fore leg
clasped around its neck, dipping the paw of
the other into tho rum, down the neck of
bottle, and then withdrawing his paw nud
licking it.. It did not take many of those
experiment's to make Mr. Dick giddy, and
the lady watched him with curiosity and
astonishment until he got down with a half fall
from the bottle and htuggeicd away to his cage.
Thero ho crawled in, covered himself as well
as he could with tho cloths of his nest, grunt-
ing angrily all tho time, and went lo sleep, tho
Arst tipsy squirrel ever known.

1 hoard lion Dick a few weeks later, from
New York, whoro he arrived hufely without
futlhor uiiwjulrrel-lik- e adventure, and where
it is quite probable that some of the renders of
tliis biography may havo soeit him, or formed
his acquaintance.

PRISONERS OF WAR.
AfcHlstnnt Secretary Iliihsi-- r Drr-hlr- that Knllnlmriit

In tlic UtUfl Army l)ufK .N'ot .Neman rlly Pre-elu-

tint AUouanco oT n. I'oiinIoii.
Last week Asiistant Secretary Hussoy mado

au important decision In the case of itusnoll 8,
Cole, Co. E, lt N. Y. Cav., which overrules a
decision rendered by i'misiou Commissioner
Ulack in that class of cases. Tho lucorda of
the War Department ahow that the claimant
enlisted in Co. D, 27th N. Y., iu .May, 1801, for
two years, and served his term faithfully, being
constantly present for duty. lie was mustered
out with his company May HI, 180:i, and in tlio
following September reeulUled iu tlio Co, F,
1st N. Y, Vet. Cav., for three years, and was
made a Corporal. Ho served faithfully with
his company until July 'M, Mil, when he was
reported "missing in action at I.eelowii." lie
returned to his company from prison Juno ,r,
18(J.r). and was houorahlv dihcharL'cd with tint
rest of his regiment. The records of the rebel
priHou at Andersouville show that he was iu
the hospital for rheumatism, ami ou Jan. 2:5,
Itibd, was turned over to Col. O'Neill, a rebel
reei lilting ollicer. The War Department re-
ports Hint all penalties for having eulislcd in
tho ichol army ate removed, hut he was denied
commutation of rations while u prisoner.

Cole set forth iu his claim that he was strip-
ped of nearly all his clothing at tho time of
his capture, and turned Into AiuleiHouvlllu,
where ho btillered intensely, and was reduced
to nearly the last extremity. In this predica-
ment he look the oath of allegiance lo the
Southern Confederacy, solely for Iho purpose
of Having his life and to enable him to escape
to the Union lines, which he did wilhiil two
weeks of the lime he got out of prison. Ho
reached our Hues at CIuii lesion, was soul from
there to Hilton Head, and thence to Governor's
Island, whenco he was forwarded to his regi-
ment. He assorts his ability lo furnish proof
that during his service in both regiments ho
was constantly with his company and per-
formed his duty faithfully.

Ho mado application for pension on account
of disability, hut Ocn. Hlack rejected it on the
ground that ho had "voluntarily engaged in
or aided or abetted Iho late rebellion against
the authority of tho United States," which
brought him under the piohibitions of Section
4710, Iteviscd Statutes. Iu a similar case Qon.
Iilaek ruled as follows:

Claimant, while a prisoner of war. culialed in tho
rebel fccrvice. To the proposition that such en-
listment was not it voluntary net, the CoinmlMioucr
dot-line- to yield uaacnt, mid held Unit, while the
cluiiniint'n enlistment, iu the set vleo for the purpose
of furniahiiiK him an early opportunity to CHcapu to
the Federal lines practically Illustrated his shrewd-
ness, it certainly did not avoucli lib patriotliiin. A
soldier la called upon to fueo death in many form:
tohebhot ou the field of battle, to bu starved in
captivity, and In other ways to exhibit Ida willing-uc.-- u

lo tiueriuce his life for his country. Thcie ia no

justification, however, for his enlistment tinder tho
enemy's Btundard, and thus, oven for a limited time,
give him aid and comfort. If it woro nllowablo for
a captured soldier to join tho enemy for the pur-
pose of escaping tho privalioiiBand hardHhips of
prison life, the principle would 'bo established that
n prisoner of wnr would becumo simply n recruit
for tho enemy. In law, n man's Intentions nud
motives are to judged by his overt acts. Such
being Iho case, and in view of tlio provisions of
tho titatute, it must be held Hint the soldier did
render voluntary aid and comfort to tho Into re-
bellion against tho authority of tho United SlatcH.

Qon. Bussoy nttacks this ruling upon strictly
logal grounds, and in au oxhatistivo argument
controverts its conclusions. IIo shows that it
was contrary to rulings of previous Sccrotnrlos
of tlio Interior, and of

Holt. He concludes as follows:
Thoiccords in the cane show that tho claimant

was a veteran soldier, whoso in the
Union itrmy, after a gallant corvlco of two youra,
wan (latcd-Hcpt- . 18. lHG.'t. Ho was captured In bat-
tle July 30, 1801. Hu was convoyed to a rebel mili-
tary prison and kept iu digressing confinement at
Auderaouville, Ga.,a number of months. Finally,
on Jan. 23, 1865, ho accepted tho alterna-
tive of ouliHtuicnl iu tho rebel not-vico-

, with a view
to esoapo from the enemy, rather than continue iu
tho walls of Anderson villo Prison. In fact, Ida enlist-
ment undor tlio circumstance was but the contin-
uation, hi another form, of the duress and Impris-
onment to which he had been subjected, and should
be so construed.

Can such mi enlistment by n voteran soldier
under such circumstances bo properly regarded as
voluntary? Was It not, in fact, repulsive? And
was it other than n device whereby tlio soldier
sought lo roturn (o the Federal lines, rejoin tho
company of bis old eomiudcs, mid nunin enjoy the
protection of tho iUa for which hu bad fought and
imperiled Ida life during four years of arduous
service? IIo swears that the said enlistment was
just hiioIi n device, ami proof of the statement la
found iu the Tact that bo did roturn to the Federal
lines; that, having c fleeted bis escape ns soon as
practicable, he came under the care of the Federal
authorities, mid was returned by them to his com-
pany nt Camp Pratt, V. Va., Juno 5, 1805; that ho
was received by bis commanding oIllecrH mid by
his comiades ana worthy associate, nnd that ho was
honorably discharged fium the Federal sorvico
with his company, July 1!0, 1805.

This record Is a uouiplcto vindication of tho sol-
dier's motive, loyally nud honor. A deserter, as
snob, cannot bo discharged from tho service, but
must bo bold for trial mid punishment. It docs
not appear, however, that the soldier whoso ap-
peal is under consideration was ever subjected lo
trial nor to tho slightest penally. Surely,
nn honorable dichargo was equivalent to mi hon-
orable acquittal, without trial. His account of bis
escapo from the enemy was believed thou by his
comrades; it was, as shown by the lccord. accepted
ns true by the War Department, nud It is no part
of tho duly of this Department nt this lato period
to try anil convict him upon nn allegation which
wns neither preferred against him nor contem-
plated at the tiiiiewben he returned from captivity
lo the shelter of bis country's nlandard.

Apart fiom the fact that tlio Department, in tho
administration of the pension system which is in
no sense a penal system has no authority either
to prescribe or to enforce penalties for alleged
olicnscs against the articles of wnr. 1 hold thai it
must bo cnutrollcd in nil ciibos coming beforo It for
adjudication by the fundamental rule that the
rights of the soldier and the citizen, alike, can never
bo taken away nor forfeited except by tho express
terms of the law, the actual nud obvious meaning
of which should be taken without resort to a nub-tl- o

and forced construction. I respectfully over-
rule tlio former decision of your olllco, and grant
tlio pension sought.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
CtKN'RilAr,.

Gen. E. Burd fJrnhb, who was recently ap-
pointed Mlnistor to Spain, took tho oath of
oilico beforu the Master in Chancery nt IJurliiig-ton- ,

N. J., ou Thursday, Oct. 0. --A Conven-
tion of Catholic young men was held in Wash-
ington last week, which was addressed by
Cardinal Gibbous. Tho Governor of Alaska
Tenltory reports that 100,000 sonl-skin- s woro
taken by tho Authorized company during tho
year, while half as many more weru captured
at pea or stolon by poaching vessels. Tho
memhors of tho Iron and Stool Institute of
Great Britain and tho German Iron and steel
men visited several cities in Pennsylvania last
week. They remained several days iu Pitts-
burg. Tlio Committee on Classification of
tho World's Fair Commission at Chicago has
adopted a system which will require tho erec-
tion of 12 separate buildings, plans for which
will ho made at once, Tho postal authorities
seized tlio entire weekly odition of tho Atlanta
Cmi(itu(um for violation of postal laws pro-
hibiting the sending of lottery advertisements
through tho mails. Tho Secretary of the
Treasury offers to redcoin until further notice,
with interest In Aug,3I, 'III, nil li percent, bonds
presented. Tho Troiwnry Departmont has
decided that goods free under the present law
and warehoused under tho previous tariff law,
may now bo withdrawn free, Tho rumors
Mint nn extra session of Congress will bo
called by tho President to consider tho reap-
portionment nnd 1'Vderal election hill are pos-
itively denied by Private Secretary Hnlford.

A committee of colored men waited on
tho Govornor of Virginia and asked him to
order tho Kichmoud Howitzers, a crack whilo
military organization,' to givo them a salute
during the Kmaucipatiou celebration nt Rich-
mond. Tho Governor Is In nqtinudnry. Tho
pension authorities havo discovered that al-

though William Hichtor has been insane for 12
months, his pension has been drawn regularly.
A Special Agent will look Into tho matter.- -

A consus taken by tho police of New York City
shows u population of 1,700,000 people, which
exceeds the count mado by the Census Bureau
by over leUOOO. Tho Union League Clubof
Jersey City, N. J., gave a reception to William
Walter Phelps, United Slates Minister to Ber-
lin, ou Saturday evening.

CKIMKH AND OASUAlrigS.
In tho tiial of Arthur Day, at Welland, Out.,

for wife murder, tho prisonor'rf sister testified
that her brother had told her that ho had
pushed his wife over thocliflsnt Niagara Falls.

Three of tho Captains of the t2d N. Y.
Militia having refused to resign nt tho request of
Gov. Hill, tho Govornor now proposes to disband
the regiment, which has boon iu trouhlo for
several years. Thomas Wool folic, who was
twice convicted of tho murder of 10 members of
his fatlier'a family, in Bibb County, Ga., was
sentenced to be hanged Oct. 29. A mysteri-
ous criminal, known as "Jack tho Haireutter "
has cut tho hair from tho heads of four De-

troit (Mich.) girls within a month. Capt.
Strehbs, a slKirpshontcr, shot and killed a man
Whilo displaying his skill near Denver. Colo.,
nnd is now iu jail. Two mail pouches wore
stolon in Louisville, Ivy., and it is thought that
over $10,000 was taken from registered pack-
ages. Win, Sprague, jr., grandson of Salmon!
P. Chase, and only son of ox-Go- v. Sprague, of
Khodo island, died from au overdose of chloro-
form iu Seattle, Wash., whoro ho was employed
as an artist on a newspaper. The Mayor of
Ifouhestor, N. V., ordered iho police loscio all
objectionable theatrical posters in that city.
Mary Ictiutzan, datightoi of Mrs. Mettman, for
whoo murder C. A. Benson was arroslbd In
Camden, N. J., mado a confession in which she
flays she and Benson planned tho murder in
order to got Mrs. Meitman's money. The
sevitiiyear-ol- d son of Albert Ueuckle, a
stock farmer of Nicholas County, W.Va., killed
his sister, aged G, because she threatened to tell
talcs ou him. Mary mid Eliza McConuiglo,
girlhagcd 12 and 11, respectively, daughters of
James McConnigle, living near Citmiioiland,
Out,, were found assaulted and murdered. A
man named Larocqtio is under arrest suspected
of tlio crime. James M, Wilson, a noted lifu- -

iustiraucu swindler, has been lodged iu tlfu
Prescott (Arizona) jaH. James M. Dohoity,
the insane lover of Mary lAndorou Navarro,
the actress, shot and killed Dr. Lloyd, Assist-
ant Superintendent of tho Insane Asylum at
Fliitbush, N. Y. Tho hoilyiof Jiulio Burrows,
the outlaw, who was receptly killed in Ala-
bama, was turned ovor to his father. Fran-
cis Lingo, a negro, was indicted by the Grand
Jury at Camden, N. J., for tho minder of Mra.
Annio Miller. Tho Grand Jury of Pulaski
County, Ark., was instructed by tho Circuit
Judge to inquire inlo tho mutter and bring
in an indictment against Capt. Codec, of
Chicago, for sending a challenge to fight a duel
to Horace AUIh, of Litlld Bock. William
Pryor, a young man of "Brooklyn, N. Y., tin rod
and feathered himself and lay down in the
public street, whoro ho waafound and takon to
u hospital. lie did this foil tho purpose of cre-
ating a sensation, and succeeded ad m i rably.
John Rhonda, n Delaware form or, was swindled
out of $1,500 by threo rogtigs,ivUo, in bargain-
ing for his farm, got him loiput up Iho money.

Iu a quarrel ovor politics in a New Orleans
(La.) saloon four men woro fatally shot.
George Foster, tho City Collector of Tucson,
Ariz., is missing, and a largo shortage has been
discovered in his accounts. Mrs. Samuel At- -

waler, of Ithaca, N. Y was mistaken for a
burglar by her son-in-la- w and shot dead.
Tho Salt Lako express train was wrecked on a
sharp curve threo miles east of Sargent, on
Marshall Pass, and ono man was killed and sov- -
onil injured, Stove Jacobs, a negro criminal
and desperado, was hanged on Friday at Lum-borto- n,

N. O., for tho murder of threo women
near that placo sovural mouths ago.

I'OMTIOAI,.
Capt. G. W. Skinner was nominated for Con-

gress by tho Democrats of tho Eighteenth Dis-

trict of Pennsylvania. Tho Second Now
Hampshire Dial rict Republicans renominated

Congressman Willinm O.Arnold for Motnbor of
tho 52d Congress. Gon. John II. Kotcham
was renominated for Congress by acclamation
by tho Republicans of the Sixtooutli District of
Now York. Tho Republicans of tho Twenty-fift- h

Now York District renominated Con-
gressman J. J. Bolden by acclamation. Tho
Domocrats of tho Thirty-secon- d District of
Now York unanimously nominated Hon.
Daniel Lock wood for Congress. Hon. Fred
S. Coolidgo was nominated for Congress by f ho
Domocrats of tho Elovonth Massachusetts Dis-
trict. Tho Republicans of tho Fifteenth Dis-
trict of New York nominated Clarenco F.
Loxow for Congress. Dr. John W. Lawson
was nominated for Congrcs3 by tho Farmers'
Alliance of tho Seventh District of Virginia.
Hois a Dotnocrar. Tlio Republicans of tho
Fourteenth District of New York nominated
John V. Cockroft for Congress. Hon. James
Hill (colored), who has con lost for a scat iu
the Hist Congress unsettled, was nominated for
tho G2d Congress by tho Republicans of tho
Third District of Mississippi. Michaol J.
Shea was nominated for Congross by the Demo-
crats of tho Thirty-firs- t Now York District.

Tho Democrats of tho Thirty-thir- d Dis-
trict of Now York nominated Thomas L. limit-
ing for Congress. Congressman McKinloy
opened his canvass in tho Sixteenth Ohio Dis-
trict by making a speech at Millorshurg, tho
Democratic stronghold of tho District, on
Thursday, Oct. 5). Col. D. W. C. Loudon, of
Brown County, O., n veteran of two wars, and
tho bravo commander of tho 70th Ohio
during tho war of tho rebellion, was nominated
for Congross by tho Rcpublicnnsof tho Eleventh
Ohio District. Secretary Blaino is said to
havo promised to make two speeches in Ohio
during tho present campaign. Thoy will both
bu mado in Maj. McKinley's District. It 13

thought that the nomination of G. W. Shell, a
Tilmaiiito Democrat, for Congress iu Fourth
South Carolina District, will insure the election
of Dr. Elisor, tlio Republican nominee.
Tlio party calling themselves Straightout Dom-
ocrats of South Carolina nominated A. C. Has-
kell for Governor, W. D. Johnson for Lieutenant-Go-

vernor, Edwin Harper for Secretary of
State, Edmund Bacon for Comptroller-General- ,

W. A. Auorum for Treasurer, K. Bragsdall forSu-perintcmlo- nt

of Education, and R. N. Richlmrg
for Adjutant and Inspector-Genera- l. The
Fourth Ohio District Republicans noiniua. I
Col. W. P. Orr for Congress. Tho Democrat J
of tho Socoud Connecticut District nominated
W. F. Willcox for Congress. Tho Republicans
of the Eighth Tennessee District nominated
Georgo T. McCall for Congress. Henry W.
Bent wns nominated by the Democrats of the
Twenty-thir- d Now York District. Hugh J.
Grant was renominated for Mayor of New York
City by tho Tammany faction of tho Demo-
cratic party, while Francis M. Scott heads tho
fusion ticket, which will he supported by the
Republicans and County Democrats. Dr.
Mary Walker was nominated for Cougrc by
the Twcnty-sovont- h New York District by an
Independent party, tho Convention boing com-
posed almost entirely of women. Tho Secretary
of Slato refuses to recoguizo tho nomination,
and will not havo tickets prind under tho
now election law of New York, with tho Doc-
tor's name on them.

ronnro.v.
A scullion named Lcdorer, employed in tho

kitchen of tho Arch-Duk- o Sigismund, nt
Gmutidon, was arrested for putting arsenic in
tho food, thus causing tho Illness of the Arch-Duk- o

and his suite. Lederer's object was to
procure thodischnrgeofa rook. Knglaud has
demanded of Portugal an immedintesetllcment
of her claim for indemnity for tho seizure of
tho British-Afiica- n Lakes Company's steamer
James Stevenson, which wns captured by Lieut.
Coiitinho a fow months ago. Mrs. Maud
Yates, wifo of tho son of Edmund Yatos, editor
of tho London H'orM. was com mi tic 1 for trial
in London on a charge of forgery. A young
man named Jouasaon, of New York, was ac-

quitted iu Berlin, Germany, of a charge mado
by three drunken studouts, that ho had said
" I snooze at your Emperor." Had ho boon
convicted, tho penalty would havo been 10
years in prison, with a fine. Dr. Roberto
Sacasn was President of Nicarau- -
gua by an overwhelming majority. Baron
Ellcnhnrough diod in London.
The police who assaulted tho Nationalists nt
tho opening of tho trials of Dillon and O'Brien
were arraigned In court at Tipperary. Mr.
Parncll has been forbidden by his physicians
to tako part in outdoor meetings. Soveal
people woro wounded during a conflict betwt n
a party of artillerymen and Socialists in Sprat-ta- n,

Prussian Silesia. Tho Italian Commit-
tee appointed to arrange for a propor exhibit
of Italian art and industry at the Chicago
World's Fair, havo dissolved, as few Italians
aro willing to send exhibits toChicago, ow'ng
to tho new tariff law. M'llu Jeaninno
Dumas, daughter of tho celebrated author,
was recently married in Paris. France, to Vis-
count do Haulvilie. Tho Emperor of Ger--
mnny hns returned to Berlin from his visit to
Austria. Two men-of-w- ar havo reinforced
tho British squadron at Mozambique. A dis-
patch from tho Congo State to Brussels says
that tho nuthorttuw intend to issue a decree
imposing new taxes, principally on mer-
chandize, between Matadi nnd Stanley Pool.

Tho Catholic Congress in Saragossn,
Spain, has passed a resolution favoring tho
formation of Catholic Workmen's Societies.

Five persons wero killed and 10 wounded
by the cxplokiou In tho Pyrotechnic School tit
Bourgos, France. Tho disaster wns catiod by
tlio carelessness of ti workman who was filling
a shell with melinite. A measure will be
submitted to tho next German Reichstag to
control emigration so ns to prevent tho long of
males available for military service. It is
reported that tho Portuguese gunboats on tho
Zambesi River, East Africa, will bar tho passage
of ihu British gunboats should they attempt to
ascend that river.

Truo to his Profession.
If thoro bo a man that is absolutely truo to

his professional faith it is the swamp doctor,
saya tho Pittsburg Dhpatch. To him there is
no such thing as advancement in the scieuco of
medicine. " Doctorin' folks is doctorin folks,"
nud that's all there is about it. He selected
his model from the old claa of practitioners,
now happily extinct iu moro civilized com-
munities, known as tho bleeders. To one of
thoso old fellows tho letting out of blood was
tho lotting in of life.

Some timeagoa man while working at a saw
mill had ono of his arms torn oil. Tho only
physician near at hand was an old swamp doc-
tor, who, as a last chanco, was sent for. When
he arrived the unfortunate man was rapidly
bleeding to death, Tho doctor whipped out
his lancet.

" What aro you going do?" tho owner of tho
mill asked.

"Going to bleed him."
"Bleed him, tho deuce. Don't you sco Hint

bo's nearly bled lo death now? "
"Oh, 1 can't help that. My professional

honor is nt stake, and I must bleed him."
"But hu can't stand it. The thing to do is

to stop his bleeding."
" Well, I'll Hlop tho bleeding of tho torn arm,

but I'll lot tho blood out of tho well one."
"You shall not."
"All right, then; I'll not havo anything to

do with the case. If medicine can't go its way
in this community without being trod on. w'v.
1 atnud aside."

..,..,' .i....--
It Would lie a Loss of Time,

f HVst SUore.

Scribbler I've just published another novel,
Johnson. You ought to lose no titno rending
it.

Johnson Thanks for tho hint, old man, I'll
bo careful not to read it.
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HUMOR OK Till: SKIN AND SCALP
II of Infancy and childhood, whether tot tilling,

Itcliliih', burning, scaly, crusty, pimply, or
blotchy, wlih loan of hair, una every impurity of tliu
blood, whether simple, scrofulous, or hereditary, la
Micedlly, permanently, and economically cured by tlio
(JuriciutA lliMi:mh.s, consisting of Cuticuua'. tho great
HkluCuio, Uimcim.v So,u uu exnuUlto ijktn flintier
ami lleautlner, ami Cuticuua Hiuoi.vb.vt. tho new
Mood and HUln Purlllur and greatest of Humor Iteme-ille- s,

when tho belt physicians ami ah other remedies
fall. Parents, mivo your children yearn of mental and
physical suH'erliiK. Begin now. Delays are dangerous
Cures iiuuIq hi childhood are permanent.

Sold everywhere. Price, Cuticuua. KOo.; Soap,
25o.; IticsoiA'KNT, SI. Prepared by Potter Drug
and Chemical Corporation, Hoaton, Mas.-)-.

Send for " How to Cure Skin and Blood Diseases."

JttS Uaby'H kin nnd scalp purified nud "att
&tj beautified by Cuticuua Soai unA

ICUlaoy pallid, backache, ami lun-eul- nr rheu-lnntls- m

iclluvfil In ono minute by tho celebrated
Cuxicuju Anti-pai- n PiasTKK, 25c
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